CONTACT US
We encourage patients, families, friends, health care
professionals, and spiritual counselors to contact us for
more information or to schedule a consultation.

1705 Oregon Street
Hiawatha, KS 66434
P: (785) 740-1705
F: (785) 740-3707
T: (844) 760-3733

www.freedomhospice.net

MYTHS AND FACTS
GIVING YOU THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE YOUR NETWORK
FOR HOSPICE
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“...we decided that some people who aided most in his road
to recovery needed to be publicly recognized. We couldn't
have gotten a better report yesterday and most definitely
couldn't have done it without you. Knowing that you were just
a phone call away was a great comfort to both of us. The
excellent care Wes received while under your supervision
could not be surpassed. We know that we still have a long
road ahead but knowing that you are involved in his care gives
us great confidence that what is ahead will be much easier on
him. You are truly a great asset to this family and our
community. Thank you, Jeremy, for all you've done for us!”
- Theresa Hammersmith– Meyer

“I worked with Jeremy while we were both deployed in Iraq as
medics. I found Jeremy to be extremely resourceful,
knowledgeable, as well as compassionate when treating
soldiers and citizens alike. He never hesitated to pitch in and
was always professional. I was quite pleased to learn that
Jeremy had chosen nursing as a profession, and I'm even more
excited to learn that he's embarking on this venture. He is an
asset to the community. I am confident that he and his staff will
truly care for the patients and their families.”
-Seth B. Katz, MS, ANP-BC, Board
Certified Adult Nurse Practitioner
“Home care allows seniors the freedom and independence to
stay in their homes. It is impossible to describe the value of
home care, as you provide selfless and compassionate care.”
-Pat Roberts, Kansas Senator
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WE HONOR VETERANS
Level 4 Member
Freedom Hospice is a Level 4 member, the highest level, of the
We Honor Veterans program. We Honor Veterans is a program
of the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization and
the Veterans Administration, which is designed to empower
hospice professionals to meet the unique needs of terminally ill
veterans. The program teaches respectful inquiry,
compassionate listening, and grateful acknowledgement to
comfort your loved one with a history of military service and
possibly physical or psychological trauma. We love serving our
veterans and we thank you for your service.

TESTIMONIALS
“When it comes to trusting someone to care for your family
member as you would, you want nothing less than the very best.
It was nice to be able to hand pick our hospice. We chose
Freedom Hospice because I knew a few employees from
previous jobs and I knew that their attention to detail is
unmatched. Their compassion for the patient and family is
remarkable. I not only appreciate their care for my mother, but
also the top notch quality of products provided. Thank you
Freedom Hospice for caring for my sweet mother during her
transition to heaven. You are all angels on earth!”

WHO ARE WE?
Freedom Hospice is locally owned and operated by a cancer
survivor and retired army medic veteran. At Freedom Hospice,
we understand what it is like to receive a diagnosis that can alter
the life process. Choose Freedom Hospice for close-to-home,
individualized care during this stage of your life.

Freedom Hospice strives to provide a comforting atmosphere for
not only the individual, but the families as well. Our hometown
approach to self-determination for the patient and continued
support for their families afterward is what makes local care the
best option.

Freedom Hospice is Medicare and Medicaid licensed, and
CHAPs accredited. Freedom Hospice staff is also proud to be
Level 4 (the highest level achievable) members of the We Honor
Veterans program.

Our friendly and compassionate staff welcomes you. We are fully
trained, experienced, and understand your needs. Best of all, we
care. We're just like family.

-Camilla Robinson
“Thank you Freedom Hospice for all your care you have given
my mother and father during this time. Especially Jeremy Stover.”
- Talia Harris
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MYTH & FACTS
Myth: Hospice is a place where patients are sent, like a hospital.
Fact: Hospice is a specialized care provided to patients
wherever they live. They may be in a private home, a
skilled nursing facility, an assisted living setting or even the
hospital.

CIRCLE OF CARE
THE STAFF AT FREEDOM HOSPICE CARE FOR YOU
We surround each patient and family with care,
provided by a diverse team of medical professionals
and volunteers.

Myth: Hospice is only for cancer patients.
Fact: Hospice is helpful for anyone suffering the effects of a
disease in its final stages.
Myth: Physicians must be certain that hospice patients will live
only six months.
Fact: No one can be certain how long a person will live. The
physician can only say that if the patient’s diagnosis follows
its expected progression, his or her prognosis is six months or
less.
Myth: Hospice does not medically treat a patient.
Fact: Hospice services are provided by a medically supervised
team of professionals and volunteers. Although hospice
services cannot cure a patient’s illness, hospice does
manage the clinical, emotional, and spiritual symptoms to
provide quality end-of-life care.
Myth: Hospice is a substitute for family care.
Fact: Hospice assists families by educating and supporting them
in the care of their loved ones. Our philosophy is that every
family member or caregiver is affected by the patient’s
illness and needs education, support, and care.
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WHAT IS COVERED?
Freedom Hospice understands that as you or a loved one is
considering hospice care, you may have several questions such
as, “Is hospice care covered?” or more specifically, “What
coverage does Medicare provide?”

When a Medicare-eligible patient receives services from a
Medicare-approved hospice, Medicare pays for services and
supplies related to the hospice diagnosis. This includes physician
services, nursing care, medical supplies (including hospital bed
and appliances), prescription drugs for pain relief and
counseling. In addition, most private insurance also cover
hospice care.

Types of hospice items that might be covered


Walker, canes, and crutches



Hospital beds



Routine mattresses



Side rails



Wheelchairs



Patient lifts



Over-the-bed tables



Shower/bath chairs



Bedside commodes



Catheters and syringes



Personal toiletries



Dressings



Incontinence supplies



Disposable gloves



Respiratory equipment, including oxygen

Myth: Hospice is expensive.
Fact: Hospice care is a benefit under Medicare, Medicaid (in
some states), VA, and many private insurance
companies. As such, the patient or family will see cost
savings on certain medications and equipment related to
terminal illness. Also, costs for curative treatment and
procedures are minimal since the hospice emphasis is on
comfort rather than cure. No patient is ever discharged
from hospice services because of an inability to pay for
them.
Myth: Hospice patients cannot use intravenous (IV) therapy or
feeding tubes.
Fact: IV therapy and/or feeding tubes may be appropriate for
a hospice patient. Patients are evaluated on a case-bycase basis by your personal physician and/or the hospice
physician.
Myth: Hospice patients must have a “do not resuscitate/ do not
intubate” order.
Fact: It is not necessary for hospice patients to have signed a
DNR/DNI order prior to admission. The hospice team will
continue to educate the patient and/or provide team
resources regarding advance directives and end-of-life
decisions.
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WHAT IS HOSPICE?

WHO SHOULD RECEIVE HOSPICE?
 When there are no more treatment options to cure your

family member’s disease, hospice becomes an option. With
hospice, the focus is on comfort and quality of life.
Hospice care is a type of care and philosophy of care that
focuses on the palliation of a chronically ill, terminally ill or
seriously ill patient's pain and symptoms, and attending to their
emotional and spiritual needs. The hospice philosophy accepts
death as the final stage of life. It affirms life and neither speeds
up nor postpones death. Hospice care treats the person rather
than the disease, working to manage symptoms so that a
person’s last days may be spent with dignity and quality,
surrounded by their loved ones. Hospice care is also familycentered – it includes the patient and the family in making
decisions.

Hospice is often not started soon enough. Sometimes the
doctor, patient, or family member will resist hospice because
they think it means “giving up” or that there’s no hope. This is
not true. Just an example, you can leave hospice and go into
active cancer treatment any time you want. But the hope that
hospice brings is a quality life, making the best of each day
during the last stages of advanced illness.

“You matter because of who you are. You matter to
the last moment of your life. We will do all we can ,
not only to help you die peacefully, but also to live
until you die.”
--Dame Cicely Saunders

 Hospice may be the best option when you and your family

member decide that treatment meant to cure is not worth
its side effects, pain, and suffering.
 It helps to make the choice for hospice sooner rather than

later. Many people delay since it marks a turning point in
your family member’s care. This means that many patients
receive hospice care for only a short period of time. Some
patients and caregivers fear that choosing hospice means
that nothing more can be done. But this is not the case. In
fact, hospice patients often receive a lot of services to help
improve their quality of life.

WHAT DIAGNOSES ARE COVERED?
Some common diagnoses that qualify a person for hospice
care are:


Cancer



Renal Disease



Heart Disease



Liver Disease



Pulmonary Disease



Stroke or Coma



Dementia or Alzheimer’s
Disease



HIV or AIDS



Neurological Disease (i.e. ALS,
MS, Parkinson’s Disease)



Any other life– limiting
illness

These guidelines are only indicators of when a person may
need hospice care. If you think someone you know may
qualify for hospice services, please contact us at (785) 7401705.
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